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- ARE WE WINNING 
bE PEACE? 


The rapid movement of events is a continuous demon- 
stration of the fact that the winning of the war and the 
winning of the peace are indivisible. These undertakings 
are joined together like Siamese twins. What is done in 
and by one part of the union limits and determines what 
is done in and by the other. While we were appeasing 
Vichy and putting Fascists into power in North Africa 
and Italy in the name of military expediency we were 
diminishing our chances of realizing our professed war 
aims. The forces we needed to help us fashion a demo- 
cratic post-war world were slipping away from us. The 
shape of things to come was beginning to look like a 
modified form of fascism. Recent events, particularly 
the decisions of the Moscow Conference and those al- 
ready agreed upon by the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Conference, are changing the trend. Inter- 
nationally the outline of tomorrow moves now in the 
_ direction of democracy. 


Soe MOSCOW DECISIONS 
The Moscow discussions were grouped under two 
- heads: Measures to shorten the war with the closest 


~ tion and cooperation in the post-war period. The military 
measures agreed upon of course are not disclosed, but if 
they succeed in shortening the war they increase the 


_ leave us more resources for that purpose and they will 
prevent the Nazis from accomplishing to the full their 


weakening their populations by semi-starvation in 


ype. after defeat. 2 


. 


na declaration on joint aims signed by four 


note i 


the conference. The one added was China and this 


t 


‘military cooperation; plans to continue close collabora- 


_ prospect for achieving our post-war aims. They will _ 


lan for killing off the leadership of occupied countries _ 
oS r that Germany may recover the domination of © 
ons in regard to-post-war collaboration are | 
ad of the three who called and participated — 
great significance 3 first because it brings 


aguas 


joint responsibility to liberate all the allies from the 
menace of aggression and this certainly has a special 
meaning for China. It further recognizes the necessity 
of making the transition from war to international peace 
and security with the least diversion of the world’s 
human and economic resources. 

The joint declaration covers 7 points whose gist is: 
1. United action will be continued for the organization 
and maintenance of peace and security. 2. Collaboration 
in all matters relating to the surrender and disarmament 
of the enemy. 3. Common measures necessary to provide 
against any violation of the terms imposed upon the 
enemy. 4. The necessity of establishing at the earliest 
practicable date a general international organization for 
the maintenance of international peace and security, 
open to all peace loving states on the basis of their sov- 
ereign equality. (Adopted by our Senate.) 5. Pending 
this, consultation, and as occasion requires with other 
“members of the United Nations, with a view to joint 
action on behalf of the community of nations. 6. After 
the war ends no use of military forces within territories 
of other states except for the purposes envisaged in this 
declaration and after joint consultation. 7. Conference 
and cooperation, and with other members of the United 
Nations, to secure agreement for post-war regulation — 
of armaments. : 
_ Some machinery was set up to ensure closest coopera- Z 
tion in the examination of European questions arising 
as the war develops. Provision was made to continue __ 
three cornered consultation. It was decided to establish in 
London a European Advisory Commission to make joint 
‘recommendations to the three governments. Also to set — 
up an advisory council for matters relating to Italy to in- 
clude representatives of the French Committee of 
National Liberation, and later representatives of Greece ‘ 
and Yugoslavia who have suffered from Italian aggres- 
sion. This shows the desire to avoid three or four power _ 
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fascist elements. Release and full amnesty for all politi- 
cal prisoners. Creation of democratic organs of local 
government. Arrest and trial of all Fascist chiefs and 
army generals suspected of being war criminals. The 
process of putting these measures into effect has already 
begun. They are a sharp departure from our North 
African and early Italian policy. They provide a prom- 
ising pattern for future occupations. = 

Another declaration was.issued of the joint purpose to 
restore the independence of Austria. Also one made by 
Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin warning that any German 
officers and men, and Nazis, who have had any connec- 
tion with atrocities and executions in occupied countries 
will at the time of the armistice be taken back to the 
countries where their crimes were committed to be 
charged and punished according to the laws of those 
countries. 

Other questions considered by the Moscow con- 
ference are the treatment of Germany and its satellites, 
economic cooperation and assurance of general peace. 
Secretary Hull reported to Congress that the question 
of boundaries was held in abeyance until after hostilities 
were ended and that this was in accord with the views 
of our State Department. 


SOME REACTIONS 


The general reaction of the nation to what was done 
at Moscow is that of the foreign editor of one of our 
prominent dailies to the press conference at which Sec- 
retary Hull gave his off the record interpretation of the 
decisions: “At last we are getting somewhere.” The 
general feeling is that a good beginning has been made 
from which we can, if we will, go on to general security 
and a stable peace. 

The five negative votes in the Senate on the resolution 
in favor of our participation in an international organiza- 
tion for security and peace about represents the amount 
of unregenerate isolationism in the nation, but not the 
size of the anti-Soviet feeling that was mixed with it. 
Part of that is shown in the distrust sown in the Catholic 


_ community by the statement issued by the Administrative 


Board of the National Catholic Welfare Conference at 
the direction of ten members of the hierarchy. It said 
“The Declarations of the Moscow Conference do indeed 
open the way to necessary international cooperation for 
peace as well as for war. In this they represent a definite 
step in the right direction. They do not however dispel 
‘the fear that compromises on the ideals of the Atlantic 
Charter are in prospect. Some things these documents 


imply by statement and more significantly still by omis- 


sion leave an uneasiness in minds intent on peace with 
justice to all.” 

This was preceded by “Many serious men have mis- 
givings that there may be tragic compromises and a 


_ fateful repudiation of sound principles”. Max Lerner 


points out in PM that the others who have expressed 


such misgivings on this particular matter are Wheeler 
__ and Hearst whose line is that Eden and Hull have sold 
_ us out to Moscow. The McCormick-Patterson press can 
_ be added. Lerner asks whether religious leaders voicing 


moral principles wish to associate themselves with, or to 


_ further, the policies of Hearst and Wheeler. 


The Federal Council of Churches regards the Moscow 
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Declaration as “a notable step toward realizing interna- 
tional order as envisaged by our ‘Six Pillars of Peace’, a 
great development from the Atlantic Charter .. . positive 
aspects are sound, rejecting as they do any attempt to 
base world order merely on the military alliance of a 
few.” 

OUR ESTIMATE 

There are other specific points of advance. The Dec- 
laration ends Hitler’s hopes of winning the war by split- 
ting the Allies. It rules out the negotiated peace for 
which the German industrialists and Prussian militarists, 
willing to throw Hitler overboard, were preparing to bid. 
In this they had good reason to expect the aid of the 
Vatican for reasons of state, and also of many of the 
most religious people of the English speaking world who 
would support the ending of the slaughter under con- 
ditions which they would not understand would involve 
more slaughter later on. 

The permanence of these two gains depends upon our 
ability to build on the foundations that the Moscow Con- 
ference laid. Here we have to reckon with the influence 
of the investments the Allies have in Europe and with 
the relation of AMGOT — Allied Military Government 
in Occupied Territory — to them. So far this has not 
been “Allied” but merely Anglo-American. The inclusion 
of Russia in the advisory commissions on European 
questions may presage her inclusion in AMGOT. In any 
event it provides an offset to the investment influence. If 
the ending of our isolationism, an historic event of the 
first magnitude, leads us to accept our responsibility for 
seeing that the people are not once more sacrificed upon 
the altar of Mammon, the ending of Russia’s isolation 
provides the opportunity ‘for doing something to prevent 
such a monstrous ending .to the war. 

According to In Fact Americans were fooled into put- 


_ ting 600 millions into Italian fascism. Dillon, Read and 


Co. lent the city of Milan 30 millions. British firms 
helped save the fascists by similar loans. Add to this 
loans outstanding to Germany and other Nazi controlled 
countries, then reckon in the Anglo-American industrial 
investments in the same lands, and you have a vast sum 
whose influence is bound to be felt in policy. The State 
Department helped to make the cartels, the Treasury 
and the Department of Justice have broken them up for 
the duration but our section of them naturally has a 
strong will to survive. Then along comes Eric Johnson, 
champion of a reformed capitalism, to say : “America has 
more capital than Britain. But America has investments 
throughout the world in need of new capital. Why not 


pool our assets and marry American capital to British 
investments ?” 3 


The London Tribune, founded and formerly edited by © 


Sir Stafford Cripps, reports that a number of leading 


U. S. industrialists-have formed a protective council for. 


foreign properties and are exerting pressure in Washing- 
ton for an effective voice in Italy’s economic rehabilita- 
tion. It is troubled about AMGOT personnel. “The new 
chief, Baron Rennel of Rodd has divided his life between 
soldiering, diplomacy, the Bank of England and the 


Stock Exchange. He is a partner in Morgan, Grenfell 


and Co.” Tt*was the House of Morgan in ’26 which saved 


the Fascist regime from bankrupt i 2 
he | le | cy with a loan of 100 
million. The Christian Science Monitor listed the busi- 
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ness connections of 50 New Englandets who have Com- 
missions in AMGOT. Almost without exception they are 
business corporation and banking men. The record of 
our dollar a year men shows that, except for a minority 
who put the national need first they were unable to 
subordinate the corporate interest with which they had 
been connected, nor their private fortunes, to the need 
fo- maximum production to win the war in the shortest 
possible time. : 


Unless this situation can be reversed, both in AMGOT 
and in over all policies for Europe the promise of the 
Moscow declarations cannot be realized. We cannot ex- 
pect to maintain effective collaboration with the Soviet 
Union, nor to have: any assurance for a durable peace, 
unless instead of sacrificing the people to investment 
interests some of these are now abandoned in the inter- 
ests of the people. This means that we have to deal ef- 
fectively with the supporters and sources of Fascism 
in our own land. Unless we do this we cannot win the 
peace. 


THE FOOD CONFERENCES 


The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Confer- 
ence now in session, with delegates from 44 nations, at 
Atlantic City is building on the foundations laid at 
Moscow. A Soviet delegate is Chairman of one of the 
mst important committees and expresses himself as de- 
lighted with the degree of unity being achieved. Also the 
Soviet Union is represented on the two most important 
cotinuation committees. This Conference is implementing 
a part of the findings of the United Nations Confer- 
ence on Food and Agriculture held at Hot Springs, Va., 
last Spring. That was a landmark in world history 

because it was the first time the nations ever came 
together to consider the common problem of food 
‘supply, which affects the wellbeing of every family on 
this planet. It was a new start at building a world order, 

from the bottom up instead of from the top down. 
It was a working conference of people in working 
clothes who knew about food, farming, diets and 
nutrition. 

; Ee . . 
‘The Conference was trying to make concrete Article 
- ~-VI of the Atlantic Charter which calls for freedom 
from fear and want, and part of Article VII which 
pledges mutual aid in raising’ the standard of living 

within nations and so for the world. The discussion 
went forward in three sections. The first dealt with 
Consumption Needs—the relation of food to health. 
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at the first task is to meet the hunger of the war 
n peoples with sufficient staple foods. That part of 


Distributior 


rogram is being undertaken by the Atlantic City 


i 


‘declared the aim of a health diet for all but agreed 


section of the Hot Springs Conference’ 
duction Goals and Policies and set the — 
- food production of the world, | 


lishment of industries in certain agricultural countries, 


planning for social ends, one of the 


- the National Resources Planning Board an 


_war world, is dominating our legislatio: 


fascism comes to power and with it. 
_ more wars. Thus the 
enlarge the Moscow pro 
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are embodied in 30 resolutions. The first two set the 
tone and pace of the rest. No. 1 agrees that freedom 
from want of food can be achieved. We have the tools. 
We have to find the strength, common sense and. good 
will to use them efficiently and rightly. It must be done. 
No. 2 calls for the establishment of a permanent United 
Nations organization on food and agriculture. The dele- 
gates of the Soviet Union were among those who gave 
the strongest support to this plan, from the moment 
it was first submitted in draft form. 

The Conference set up an Interim Commission to 
which each of the 44 United Nations was entitled to 
send a representative. This Commission is to prepare 
and submit to the governments a plan for a permanent 
organization with full consideration of certain factors 
duly set forth. It is further to prepare and recommend 
an agreement by which each nation would formally 
recognize its obligation to raise the level of nutrition 
and standard of living of its own people; to improve ¢ 
its agricultural production and distribution, to report ~ 
progress to, and cooperate with, the others. The Com- 
mission is further to make such proposals and reports 
as are necessary to give effect to the other recommenda- 
tions of the Conference. 


THE OPPOSITION ea 


These recommendations necessarily call, in principle, — 
for the social measures without which a nutritional diet __ 
cannot be provided to all the people of the world, and © 
for the economic measures without which food produc- _ 
tion cannot be doubled nor wider and more equal dis- _ 
tribution achieved. They mention, for instance, the con- _ 
trol of competition and speculation, the extension of 
cooperatives, the necessity of full employment, the estab- 


the opening up of public works necessary for t 
extension of agriculture, the provision of the required 
government credits. All this means over all econon 
basic me 
urged by our organization. — i ee 
But our Congress has cut off all appropriations fo 


provision for planning to prevent post-war unemp oy 
ment. The House has just killed subsidies, 
plan to prevent inflation from rising prices. 
ganda to preserve free enterprise, 
monopoly enterprise seeks to get co 


means inflation and mass unemployme: 
boom. That just as certainly m« 
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The “Story of the United Nations 
Conference on Food and Agricul- 
ture’ can be had from United Na- 
tions Information Office, 610 Fifth 
Avenue, New York; the full official 
report from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C., for 20 
cents.—H. F. W. 


SEMINARIANS PLEDGE 


The forty seminary students, rep- 
resenting fifteen theological seminar- 
ies, who attended the Third Nation- 
al Conference on Theological Edu- 
cation and Labor at Philadelphia, 
November 2, under the auspices of 
the National Religion and Labor 
Foundation, declared in part (See 
Economic Justice, November, ’43) : 


Discrimination against Negroes in 
labor unions and religious bodies is 
totally out of harmony with the 
Judaistic - Christian tradition. 
Through discrimination a minority 
group is deprived of certain rights 
guaranteed by our labor laws, and 
labor’s unity, strength and full so- 

- cial usefulness is destroyed. 

We condemn this discrimination 
as the denial of justice, and pledge 
ourselves to make use of all the find- 


‘ings and techniques of research, ed- | 


’ 


~. ‘ucation and social action available 
from labor and religious bodies to 
send. thecevil: = B 

_ Anti-Semitism now rife in Amer- 
ica strikes at the very heart of the 
_ American way of life. The persecu- 
on of Jews is unjust, irreligious, 
-American. It gives a foothold to 
ary forces that would de- 
unity of the common peo- 
_in their struggle for freedom 
emoctacy. 92 Poe 
Ve pledge ourselves to fight anti- 

ism through education, through 
‘faith 1 action for justice, 
hrough co with labor com- 


opposing discrimination, and 
oh a 


§ 1S 


pressure groups, 
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It is possible to defeat fascism in 
Europe and other parts of the world, 
and at the same time lose the war 
against fascism at home. The pres- 
ent strength of reactionary forces 
in’ America makes this clear. The 
well-springs of American democracy 
are the church and labor. To them 
belongs the job of seeing to it that 
America does not become a strong- 
hold of fascism after the war. It is 
their duty to see that post-war 
America becomes a place of liberty, 
justice and equality. 

The postwar economic organiza- 
tion of America is of grave impor- 
tance. When the war is over there 
will be great economic dislocations 
unless we now plan for that period. 
What is to become of the vast 
amount of machinery and produc- 
tive equipment of our present war- 


time economy? We dare not return ~ 


to an economy of scarcity.. The post 
war economy in America must be 
designed to meet the needs of the 
American people so that they may 
live the abundant life. 


We pledge ourselves to use our 
knowledge of economics, our politi- 
cal power and the facilities of re- . 
search and education open to us to 
help in shaping American economy 
to meet the needs of all the people. 
We pledge ourselves to sponsor pro- 
grams of education and action to the 
end that post-war America shall be 
a haven of democracy. 


Ga 


FEDERATION MEMBERS! 


Wire your Senators today not 

_ only to support the anti-poll tax bill 

- HR7, now before the U. S. Senate, 

_ but also if necessary, to vote for 

cloture to stop a poll taxers’ fili- 
buster. 


Organize a discussion group in 
_ your church on war and peace prob- 
lems. Use the issues of the Social 


Questions Bulletin as source mate- 


orders can be secured — 


i a3 F 
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ELECTION DIRECTED 


The 
Board gave a unanimous decision 
on November 29, three and one-half 
months after the Trial Examiner’s 
hearing in Martinsville, Virginia, on 
Charles C. Webber’s petition for an 


- election in two of the four plants of 


the Jobbers Pants Company. It 
held that Plants Nos. 1 and 2 con- 
stitute an appropriate bargaining 
unit and has ordered an election. 


The election to determine whether 
the.employees of those two plants 
want to be represented in collective 
bargaining by the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers Union, or by no 
union, will be held, in all probability, 
during the week of December 13th. 


Charles Webber is returning to 
Martinsville for two weeks to as- 
sist the Union in its endeavor to win 
the election. He anticipates vigor- 
ous opposition from all the anti-un- 
ion forces of the community. (See 
the June, 1943, Social Questions 
Bulletin, American Fascism — A 


National Labor Relations. 


- 


Case Study.) cae 


Social Questions 
BULLETIN. 


. Issued monthly, except July, August and Sep- 
tember, The general policies of this publica- — 
tion are determined by the Executive Committee _ 
of the Methodist Federation for Social Ser- 
vice, subject to approval by the National Com- __ 
mittee of the Federation. The selection of 
topics and material is committed to the Secre- _ 


taries who are responsible to the Federation — A jer 
y Soe toe 


and to the public for its accuracy. 
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